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A deluxe edition of Frostâ€™s early poems, selected by poet David Orr for the centennial of â€œThe

Road Not Takenâ€• For one hundred years, Robert Frostâ€™s â€œThe Road Not Takenâ€• has

enchanted and challenged readers with its deceptively simple premiseâ€”a person reaches a fork in

the road, facing a choice full of doubt and possibility. The Road Not Taken and Other

PoemsÂ presents Frostâ€™s best-loved poem along with other works from his brilliant early years,

including such poems as â€œAfter Apple-Picking,â€• â€œThe Oven Bird,â€• and â€œMending Wall.â€•

Award-winning poet and critic David Orrâ€™s introduction discusses why Frost remains so central (if

often misunderstood) in American culture and how the beautiful intricacy of his poetry keeps inviting

generation after generation to search for meaning in his work.For more than sixty-five years,

Penguin has been the leading publisher of classic literature in the English-speaking world. With

more than 1,500Â titles, Penguin Classics represents a global bookshelf of the best works

throughout history and across genres and disciplines. Readers trust theÂ series to provide

authoritative texts enhanced by introductions and notes by distinguished scholars and contemporary

authors, as well as up-to-dateÂ translations by award-winning translators.
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In 2016 I had one reading goal - to read a book of poetry. "The Road Not Taken and Other Poems"

by Robert Frost was the book on the shelf in the small poetry section at my local bookshop that

appealed to me most, so that was what I chose. I wanted a collection of poetry from a single poet,



one not too daunting so that I could read it slowly and enjoy it.This collection begins with poems that

affirm that life is good. There is a yearning celebration of relationships, of having a place where one

belongs. However, that shifts towards the end to a sharper, more challenging acceptance that life is

difficult. Our hopes don't eventuate. Violence and fear are real.I was interested how well some of

the poems stand up decades on. There is something daring and encouraging in the bleakness of

"The Bonfire". Still something to rue, today - sadly. How do we prepare children for a world at war?

These lines at the end:Haven't you heard what we have lived to learn?Nothing so new--something

we had forgotten:WAR IS FOR EVERYONE, FOR CHILDREN TOO [in italics in the poem, I've

capitalised since I can't work out italics coding]I wasn't going to tell you and I mustn't.The best way

is to come up hill with meAnd have our fire and laugh and be afraid."

This item was not for me but a gift for a friend who's a self proclaimed Robert Frost nut and he's

been incredibly happy with it. The only remark I'd make handling it was the paper have a natural

edge to them that looks rough and 'natural' and I really liked it myself.
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